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JXDDRESS TO THE PUBLIC. 





Wir the appearance of the present volume the first year of the existence 
of the ‘Dark Blue Magazine’ terminates; and before it enters on the 
second term of its existence, which it hopes to do with renewed vitality, 
it may not be out of place that some account of its origin, purpose, and 
course during the last twelve months, should be given. In the winter 
of the year 1870 certain men discussed the feasibility of producing a 
magazine that should combine the salient points of existing monthly 
periodicals, and so appeal to a larger class than any of its competi- 
tors. The idea once started was soon acted upon; but it was felt 
that in such a struggle—which it was foreseen would be a very arduous 
one—the direct co-operation and sympathy of some large body in 
the State must be enlisted, in order to give a solid foundation to the 
structure. It was then determined that an appeal should be made 
to the members of the University of Oxford, by means of circulars, 
begging them to contribute to and assist this new magazine. The 
selection of a name for the journal caused much thought, anxiety, and 
consideration. It was deemed very desirable to secure a high tone 
for the new periodical, which could not be accomplished better than 
by connecting it, in however slight a degree, with the members of so 
distinguished a body as that of the University of Oxford; while, at 
the same time, experience had taught those interested that a mere 
University magazine, clogged with descriptions of ’Varsity .life, and 
appealing only to a distinct class, would never be a pecuniary, and 
in the end, most probably, not even a literary success. Hence, a 
medium was necessary ; and this medium seemed obtained by the name 
‘Dark Blue,’ which it was hoped would be a certain guarantee of 
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originality and literary excellence—the terms ‘ University’ and ‘ Oxford’ 
being most carefully avoided, because common sense seemed to indicate 
that a periodical that would appeal for readers to the whole English- 
speaking public; and hence influence their mode of thought, must 
naturally admit of a certain amount of discussion, or even diversity of 
opinion, in its pages ; in other words, must admit contributions from the 
general public it wished to appeal to. It follows, therefore, that a 
magazine of this nature should contain articles on both sides of every 
question—for surely there are two sides to every question ; and as, 
furthermore,those personally most. interested in any measure are pro- 
bably its best exponents, it would be impossible to exclude from such 
& magazine the members of a class, however low in the State, or of any 
religion, however unpopular or small in numbers. Should, therefore, 
the editor receive on questions of the day, or even on literary topics, 
articles of value in themselves, it is but common honesty to admit 
them to a place by the side of articles contributed by members of the 
University, who were giving the general tone to the publication. Let us 
take, for instance, a case in point. Suppose the constitution of the police 
force was being actively discussed in the country, then—keeping always 
in view the original purpose of the magazine—is it not natural to sup- 
pose that certain members of the force itself would most ably represent to 
the public at least one side of the question? Or to take another case. 
Suppose the land question in Ireland was occupying public attention ; 
is it not very probable that certain landlords, land agents, and members 
of Trinity College, Dublin, might be best able to represent at least one 
side of the question? In fine, a magazine absolutely restricted as regards 
its contributors to the members of any one body—especially a University, 
in which it is extremely probable that the junior members would be the 
most active—would be limited in scope, limited in popularity, limited in 
influence, and, for a certainty, a pecuniary failure ; while, on the other 
hand, a magazine that, while numbering among its contributors many of 
the most distinguished members of one of the first Universities of the 
world, and yet readily willing to admit others to assist it in a great 
purpose, will and must ultimately, with proper care, take a foremost 
place ; and by presenting to the public articles of value on both sides 
of every question, acquire a considerable amount of credit and popu- 
larity. Influenced by these considerations, the promoters caused the 
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first number of the ‘Dark Blue Magazine’ to see the light towards 
the end of the month of February, 1871. Its appearance was most 
kindly and cordially welcomed by the press of the whole country, who 
have ever since greatly aided the editor by their straightforward and 
dispassionate criticisms of the merits of each number. Some of the ablest 
men of the day have assisted in the work, and have readily associated 
themselves with those who had yet to make a name. It would be, 
indeed, an empty boast to imagine that the great purpose the periodical 
had in view at starting has been even in part carried out; but it is, 
perhaps, not too much to say that what has been done is due to that 
ready assistance and open-hearted support which all those connected 
with the ‘ Dark Blue’ have rendered. To have, within the space of twelve 
months, confirmed the existence of such a periodical; to have even 
approached the original purpose, by producing articles that have 
attracted considerable public attention; to have given but a hope of 
better work yet to come; to have enlisted the sympathies of the 
Colonies and the Continent ; is to have done much, when one considers 
how many there were who, at the outset, looked upon the whole project 


as chimerical and absurd. 
Tue Epiror. 


February 1st, 1872. 
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